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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF MORTUARY SCIENCE

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION )
OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE )
AND REGISTRATIONS OF: )

)
RUSSELL C. SHEPPARD )
LICENSE NO. JP02400 )

)
RUSSELL C. SHEPPARD )
FuxEphr, HOME (BRIDGETON) )
REGISTRATION NO. JP01223 )

)
RUSSELL C. SHEPPARD )
FuxEphn HoME (sALEM) )
REGISTRATION NO. JP0080I )

)
TO PRACTICE MORTUARY SCIENCE AND)
TO OPERATE REGISTERED MORTUARIES)
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY )

TO : Russell C. Sheppard
Russell C. Sheppard Funeral Home
6l3 Salem-ouinton Road, Route 49
Salem , NeW Jersey 08079

PT.EAAE TAVE NOTICE that the undersigned will move fçr emergent

relief before the State Bcard of Mortuary Science at 124 Halàey

Street, 6th Floor, Newark, New Jersey 07101 , on January l3, 1998,

at a.m ., cr as soon thereafter on that dàte as counsel may be

heard, for reconsideration and modification of this Board's prior

orders entered in this matter. The relief sought by the

undersigned is the revocaticn with prejudice of respcndent's

Administrative Action

NOTICE OF MOTION
FOR EMERGENT RELIEF
AND RECONSIDERATION



license to practice mortuary science and the revocation with

prejudice of respondent's registrations to operate registered

mortuaries in the State of New Jersey . The undersigned is also

moving to compel respondent Sheppard to immediately advise the

Bcard of the status of all prepaid funeral arrangements which are

the subject matters of this on-gcing litigation, including a1l

requests for refunds and any refunds which may have been made.

In support of this motion, the undersigned will rely upon his

attached Certification and Exhibits appended thereto and his letter

to the Board .

PETER VERNIERO
ATTORNEY GENEQAL OF NEW JERSEY

By:
oh Decicco

7De ty Attorney General

Dated: December 4, 1997



PETER VERNIERO
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY

By : John Decicco
Deputy Attorney General
Division of Law
124 Halsey St., PO Box 45029
Newark, New Jersey 07101
Te1:(973)648-2894
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE BOARD OF MORTUARY SCIENCE

IN THE MATTER OF THE SUSPENSION )
OR REVOCATION OF THE LICENSE )
AND REGISTRATIONS OF: )

)
RUSSELL C. SHEPPARD )
LTCENSE NO. JPG24Q0 )

)
RUSSELL C. SHEPPAND )
FUNEPAT. HOME (BRIDGETON) )
REGISTRATION NO. J101223 )

)
RUSSELL C. SHEPPARD )
FUNEPAL HOME (SALEM) )
REGISTRATION NO. JP0080A )

)
TO PRACTICE MORTUARY SCIENCE AND)
TO OPERATE REGISTERED MORTUARIES)
IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY )

Administrative Action

CERTIFICATION OF
JOHN DECICCO

JOHN DECICCO, of full age, being duly sworny upon his oath,

deposes and says:

I am a Senior Deputy Attorney assigned to prosecute

matters on the behalf of the New Jersey State Bcard of Mortuary

Science (the ''Boardl'). In that capacity, am responsible fr r



handling the above-captioned matter involving one Russell

Sheppard and the Russell Sheppard Funeral Homes.

On August 1997, the Board suspended the license

Russell C. Sheppard for a period of six (6) years, three (3) years

active, and actively suspended the registrations of the Russell C .

Sheppard Funeral Homes for a period cf ninety (90) days from August

1997 .

As a result of an emergent motion filed on October 2, 1997

by undersigned, on October 2l, 1997, the Board heard oral

argument and rendered a Supplemental Decision and Order to its

prior Order of August 5, 1997. The Supplemental Order makes clear

that by November 14, 1997, respondent Sheppard was responsible for

providing the Board with a complete and certified list of al1 those

persons who had made prepaid funeral arrangements with him where

the monies for said arrangements had not been placed funeral

trusts as provided by law. Furthermore, the Board ordered that by

November l4, 1997/ respondent Sheppard was to have sent to each

consumer on the list, letter advising him or her of their options

to obtain a full refund with interest, to move their prepaid

funeral (with interest) to ancther funeral home or for respondent

to place their monies (with interest) a funeral trust P.O.D. to

the respondent Sheppard funeral homes. The funeral homes are to be

closed until all monies owed are returned or accounted for as

described herein .



4 . In the event that respondent . failed to Adentify. and .

include all appropriate persons on the list referred to in the

previous paragraph, the oral decision of the Board provides that on

short notice it will entertain a motion for revocation of

respondent Sheppard's license and for revocation of the

registrations of the Russell C. Sheppard Homes for Funerals . See

Transcript of October 21, 1997 at page 54 (lines 6 to 16) and page

56 (lines 7 to 12).

5. The certified list referred to in paragraph 3 was filed

with the Board on November 14, 1997. Said list contains thirty (30)

names, twenty (20) of which the Attorney General had already

identified in its moving papers. The list indicates an outstanding

balance of monies owed to consumers in excess of $86,000, not

including interest? which is to be computed at the rate of 5%

compounded annually . Respondent certified in writing that the

aforesaid list ''is a complete list of those persons for which

Russell C. Sheppard Funeral Home presently has pre-paid funeral

arrangementslt. See Certification of November 14, 1997.

6. Nct included on said certified list are three (3) prepaid

funeral arrangements which have since come to the attention of the

Attorney General. These matters involve one L .E.S., in the amount

of $3,615 (date of preneed arrangements unknown); one H.R. in the

amount of $4,345 (paid in full on April I0, 1994); and, one H.J.M.

in the amount of $4,100 (paid in full on May 31, 1995). See

Exhibits A (L.E.S.), B (H.R.) and C (H.J.M .) attached hereto and

made a part hereof. As a result, the total amount known to t1e

Attorney General not accounted for by respondent on his list of



November 14 , 19 97 is $ 12 t 060 : excludihv intex sf . - - This ilov's- not
' X e ' * ' '

include any other prepaid arrangements not on the list of which the

Attorney General has no knowledge.

/ 
.J

'Jo n Decicco

Sworn and Subscribed before me
this 5th day of December, 1997.

/' . /'

j ,w y g)' tp/'- )'
s tmsktu /tx.ltaw

Attorney at Law
State of New Jersey



'ussrll (1. glppparh
Yutlzral llnme

à't Avenuea o$#
Bridselon, N.J. 08302
phone (409 451-J022

ô13 sojem-ouiruon Roob (Ri. 4% '
solem, N.J. (386179
Pkone (649) 935-5650

P r e - IA r r an (; e d & IJ r e -. 63 a i d F u n e r a 1 F o r : .
' v .

.
..
ts.> .. 

Lak!r a E u. 5 imgk in s

cordinatiuw and dlreeLion ot tunsral sereice, supervisloo,
attendants at viewino, service and qraveside , preparinq
and processin: death certiricate, securïng burial permik,
preparinq obitoaryr Soeial Geeurity rorm, ulergy record

3and a1l necessony state sorms, arranqeing grave openfnq,
reMister beok/aemortal cardsl thank you notes ----------------- :550.::

Embalming, dressinq, caskeLtl'ng, cosmotology and
all necessary procedures ror viewing ---------------------------

;se or yNacilities -------->---------------------.----------------

Removal or deeeased to funeral home (localll use
or hearse, lead carj car f'or t'loœers ------------------------>--

.j

Blue rinish, steel, sealar casket ---------------------------w--

250,00

150.U0

275.00

1050.00

steel, reint'orced cuncrete vault with high pressure spray-
applied asphalt on exberior, polyrib lined with strenqthenz'ng
grooves on al1 sl'u'es, tongue and groove seal with special
sealanb, namepletBj *reath, silver rinisN: lowcrl'ng device,

Hairdrpsser -------------------------------------.------.--...

7 2 5 . 0 0

2 2 U .'0 0

2 2 5 . t) E)

50 . 0 0

2 0 . 0 ï)

Total 33615.00
Recld payment in full

Thank you,

v r  x

AA ltussell c. Ghepparu

V / l'. . t' , Y



Fussell f-l lycpparà
guncral smzte ..L , : . ..

40 EostAvenue
Brld get ,oà h N .J . ters()2
phorke (* ) 45l-t022

:13 A txrn-ouinton Rbad (Rt. 49)
rxl ,0  N J . :eo 7 t)

% ne (U ) pas-r/xv

Pre-arranged & Pre-paid funeral for:
Helen ioyal

. . - . r ..

Coordination and direction of funeral service, supervisionf
attendants at service and graveside, preparing and processzng
death certificate, securing burial permit: preparing obituary,
Social Security form, clergy record, sll necessary state forms,
makinq cemekery arrangements, register book memorlal cards,#
thank you notes ----------------------------------------------- $650.00

Embalming, dressing, caskettinge cosmotology and
al1 necessary procedures for viewing 375.00

Facilities --------------------------------------------------- 250.00

Removal of deceased to funeral home (local), use of
hearse r lead and flower car ----------------------------------- 375.00

Blue fidnish, steel, sealer casket -----------------------------1,375.00

Steel reinforced concrete vault kith high pressure
spray-applied asphalt on exterior, Pollyribbed lined
with strengthening grooves on a1l sides, tongue and
groove seal with special sealant, nameplate, wreath,
lowering device, greens, tent ------------------------------ 925.00

GrRVC OVRWiWV -*--œ*-*-œ--*--*--------**œ*---*****œ*-**---*---* 345*00

czergy -----------------------------'--------------------------- so-co

Total $4,345.00

Rec'd payment in full 4-10-1994
' 

,

. . 
' 

.A  .
-  - -  - L - xc - - -

Russell . Shepp r

& # ) , ( , + -7.%



Fusstll C-l llcppakh
gnrtcral #rmz

40 Eost Avenue
Bfldgdon, N.J. 08=
phonetm  451*

;
t'lzsolerne ulnton Rood (m.49)

w e .m N J . * 7 9
Phone (> ) 935.* *

#

Pre-Arranged : Pre-paid Funeral For:
Helen J. XcBride

Coordination and direction of funeral service, supervision,
attendants at viewinq: service and gravestde, preparinq and
processing death cerjlficate, securinq burial permit,.

Sùcial Security form: clergy record, allpreparinq obituary:
necessary state forms, cemetery arrangements, reqister book:
Memorial eards, thank you notes ----------------------'------- $650.00

. . ,:,.z! .1.. .,r)y . '-$ .t .,Mmhalming, dressing, casketting, cosmotology and
all necessary procedures for viewing ---------------------v- 375.00

Removal of deceased to
lead and car for flovers

copyer finish, steel, sealer casket ---------------------- 1:250.00
a #

Steel, reinforced concrete vialt, asphalt coated on
exterior: tonque and qroove seal, copper finish#
lowering devïce. qreens: tent ---------------------------- 725.00

Grave Opening ------------------------------------------- 240.00

Hairdresser 35.00

Dress? lavender: underwear? stockings 100.00

funeral home, use of hearsel
125.00

Total $4,100.00

Paid in full 5-31-95

>K - z .

x<ussell c. shep rd
The acceptance of this agreement
creates an irrevocable trust

(
. . .. . . . . . . . . D . J. . .. 'GJ

Anna Dooley

8)- y ), . é , -J L'


